TFI 2004 Communication for Immunisation Track Session

Content

Session will consist of 3 main topic areas

1. Communication strategy for maintaining polio eradication and strengthening routine immunization – focusing on West and Central Africa including Nigeria and Niger

2. Re-enforcing communication role within the RED approach and routine immunization as a whole, including monitoring of communication inputs

3. Key region activities for 2005 and recommendations for TFI

Sessions details

Communication strategy for polio eradication

· 30 minutes presentation (2 countries 15 minutes each) 

Nigeria and Niger will be asked to present on what actions taken following recommendations given at the communication meeting held in India in June

-Status of implementation

-Actions taken to improve October/November round. Presentations should use data

-Define additional support needed including:-

-Review of personnel and budget situation/needs for the next 12 months

· 30 minutes moderated discussion which will include lessons from the synchronized NIDs from the rest of the countries in the region

Re-enforcing communication role within RED

· 10 minutes presentation from one country to illustrate with data how communication has contributed to RED (increasing coverage, reducing drop-outs, other) Proposed country is Uganda

· 40 minutes moderated discussion on further strengthening communication in routine EPI:-

- 
Follow up and scaling up of the RED/monitoring workshops

· Defining communication objectives and indicators for Routine/RED, immunization safety, introduction of new vaccines, disease specific campaigns including a review of personnel and budget needs

· Review monitoring and data plans/activities ie what informaton is collected/available from the joint reporting forms, monthly ICP reports, other. How the data is used

Next steps, Recommendations, key region activities

· 40 minutes moderated discussion to:-

· Identify Key activities with objectives, timeline and roles to be undertaken by partners in the region in 2005 including recommended follow up meeting to the India meeting in Jan/Feb, communication assessments, monitoring workshops

· Formulate 2 –3 recommendations for the TFI

Methodology

Besides the presentations and moderated discussions, it is proposed that a panel consisting of TFI members, an epidemiologist, 2 independent experts and a rapporteur sit in the session as review panel. They will have the role of asking questions before opening the floor to others and to give recommendations

